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MINUTES of the DELEGATE BOARD

Montpellier, Thursday, 17th June  2004

Present: Sylvia Carpenter (president), Monica Björkman (treasurer), Frans Scholte (secretary), Markus Kaski, Richard Newton, Mike Kerr, Fabrizio Fea, Kurt Sǿrensen, Peter Martin, Geirmund Skeie, Maria Arvio, 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence: 

The president welcomed all the members of the Delegate Board. Apologies for       absence were received from Eva Oláh and Anna Piccioni. The president congratulated Mike Kerr on his academic chair.

2. Minutes of the meeting in Rotterdam, November 26th were approved and signed.

3. Update on the Finland conference 2005: 

The programme is not quite finished yet. A call for papers will be sent soon to all members of the board who are asked to forward it to their organisations or to interested individuals.  Maria Arvio, president of the organising committee, suggested that every MAMH board member should moderate a session together with a Finnish colleague. Again, financial matters were talked about and  Maria will discuss the financial aspects with the board of the Finnish association. Doctors, interested in attending the conference, should be encouraged to join  MAMH and as MAMH-members should  be able to get a reduction of the conference fee.

4. Election / re-election of board members: 
According to the stepping down schedule, Anna Piccioni’s time on the  Executive Board.came to an end.  Anna was willing to stand for re-election, however,  Peter Martin from the Delegate Board also expressed an interest in joining the Executive Board. An  election was duly held in accordance with the established confidential voting system.
Peter Martin was voted in with a distinct majority and has accepted. He was warmly welcomed into the Executive Board. The president wishes to express her sincere gratitude and thanks to Anna for her loyal contribution to MAMH for so many years.

Fabrizio Fea and Monica Björkman were re-elected into the IASSID council for another four years. Sylvia Carpenter, as president, will discuss the representation of MAMH in IASSID with the Stephen Kealy, IASSID secretary. 

5. President’s report:

The Manifesto was a great success. It has received very positive comments from all over the world and has been adopted by a number of associations: the American and Australian associations have also expressed their interest in using it. In the UK it even stimulated the Royal College of Psychiatrists into a review of the health care for all psychiatric patients. Several translations have been made already (French, Swedish, German, Hungarian) and more will be made soon (Spanish, Finnish). Yoav Merrick and Mohammed Morab are planning to create a medical association of doctors for ID in Israel and also will translate the Manifesto into Hebrew and Arabic. The translations will be put on the MAMH website in their different languages - as soon as the website is fully functional again.

Sylvia Carpenter and Frans Scholte met with Professor Michael Seidel, president of the EAMHMR (European Association of Mental Health in Mental Retardation). The situation for people with intellectual disabilities is worsening in different countries, especially in Germany. Diminishing funds are one of the main problems and specialist care is not available. We decided to get in contact with the Disability Intergroup of the European Parliament. Michael Seidel will draft a letter and send to Sylvia and Frans.

Constitution:

Frans Scholte will write a draft of a shortened version of our constitution and send it for a first comment to Sylvia Carpenter and Monica Björkman. After this it will  be sent to all the members of the Executive Board. The new constitution will have to be accepted by the Delegate Board at the meeting next year.

6. Secretary’s report:

MAMH-money has now been transferred from Belgium to The Netherlands.

Reminder letters for the membership fee have been sent out. but only a few individual members replied so far. Another letter will be sent in the second half of June 2004. 

The Manifesto: after November 28th, 2003

Publications
1. IASSID Health-SIRG Newsletter

    IASSID* Special Interest Research Group (SIRG) for Health Issues 

    April 2004

2. Editorial The Scientific World JOURNAL (2003) 3, 1382-1387 

3. Editorial J Adolesc Med Health 2004;16(1):1-4

4. Journal of Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities Volume 1 Part 1
European Disability Intergroup (R.Howitt): no reaction

WHO: reply by Dr. S. Saxena, Coordinator Mental Health: Evidence and Research, Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse. “I read with interest...”, “I think that this report will be a useful tool for policy makers in the development of policies and services to this group of individuals”.

Netherlands: The Manifesto was translated into Dutch. It was sent to all relevant organisations of doctors, care-providers, parent interest organisations, client organisation, ministry of health and other professional organisations. The Manifesto was offered to the commission of healthcare of the Dutch Parliament and was discussed with three members of this commission in May 2004. It also was part of the discussion within a commission of the NVAVG and the LHV, (the Netherlands association of physicians for people with ID, respectively the Dutch Association of General Practitioners).  GPs and AVG agreed to cooperate along the proposals of the Manifesto, which was reported to the boards of NVAVG and LHV.

United Kingdom: The Manifesto was sent to the board of the Learning Disability Faculty of the Royal College of Psychiatrists. The board liked it and Prof. Greg O’Brien, chair of the Faculty sent it to Dr Mike Shooter, President  of the College for information and support. The President liked it so much that he asked Prof. O’Brien to convene a working group to look at physical health issues with regards to all psychiatric patients. 
Macedonia: A translation into Macedonian has been made and offered to the Macedonian Parliament and Ministry. They intend to use it in the discussion with students and organisations.

Finland: The Manifesto was sent to about 130 doctors and directors working in the field of ID.

A Finnish translation will be made in July and shared via the Key Foundation, which is one of the organizers of the ‘Who Cares’ conference.

Norway: Geirmund Skeie made a Norwegian translation in January 2004. The Manifesto has not yet been used on a national level, but this is planned soon. Geirmund is hoping to conduct a ‘Nordic Survey’ to investigate whether the principles of the Manifesto have been met or not. He will present the results at the conference in Lahti in 2005.
 
Sweden:: The manifesto was published in the national Swedish magazine ‘Swedish Rehabilitation’. 

France: A translation into French was made. We can send this to our  French colleagues and ask them to distribute the Manifesto to therelevant people and organisations in France.


Italy: The translation into Italian is ready and Anna will type it up soon. She is going to contact  the editor of the Italian version of the AJMR.
Hungary: Eva has translated the Manifesto into Hungarian.

Denmark: A Danish translation has been made. Kurt Sǿrensen expressed his concern about specialist ID care in Denmark. ID seemed to have completely disappeared from the textbooks. He proposed to hold a meeting in Denmark like the Rotterdam invitational conference. 

Germany there is a German translation of the manifesto.

Spanish translation will be made by Louis Salvador.

Hebrew translation will be made by Joav Merrick.

Arabic translation will be made by Mohammed Morab.
All members were asked to send translations of the manifesto to Sylvia. These will be put on the MAMH website.

The constitution

An updated and renewed constitution would have to be registered by a Dutch notary which would cost a considerable amount of money. It is accepted in the Netherlands to write a constitution in general terms only and to add details under ‘internal rules’. This is practiced in order to be able to amend and adapt the rules without necessarily involving a notary and the costs associated with this. Frans Scholte is going to write a draft ‘skeleton’ version for a new constitution. This will be sent to the Executive Board for comments and prepared for the next meeting of the Delegate Board for verification.

The board has decided to hold a yearly General Assembly which will be open to all members of MAMH. Every member has the right to speak, but only delegates have the right to vote. 

Every member organisation will have a representative on the Delegate Board who will be appointed by the organisation itself. Every country without a member organisation can have one delegate. Membership of the Executive Board will be chosen by the delegates and will be valid for three years. An Executive Board member can be re-elected twice, which means a maximum length of Executive Board membership of three terms i.e. nine years. 

Having the General Assembly with delegates and other members as the highest authority of the association, the number of Executive Board members can be restricted. One of the proposals is to keep it to president, secretary, treasurer and one or two members only.

Delegates will also have a term of three years. After this term the organisation will be asked to name a delegate for the next three years (the same or another one). There is no restriction in the number of re-elections, as it is the responsibility of the organisation itself.

The term for delegates of the individual members also ends after three years. If there is more than one member from the same country interested in becoming a delegate, an election will be held in the General Assembly by the delegates.

Joav Merrick would like to become a delegate for Israel. If there is more than one candidate from Israel, an election will be held at next year’s General Assembly.

7. Treasurer’s report:

Monica Björkman distributed a copy with the MAMH accounts for the year 2003-2004. MAMH’s financial situation was healthy until the congress in Manchester in 1998. Since then it has been going down. We have at present just 14 individual members. Monica Björkman and Frieda de Meij are going to try a new approach  in order to get more members  MAMH also has to make money from  congresses.

There are about € 6.500 in the Netherlands and approximately £ 6.500 in the UK. It was decided to transfer the money from the British Bank to the account in The Netherlands. A letter, signed by Frans Scholte and Sylvia Carpenter will be sent to the British Bank.

In order to generate some more members - and money -  we will try to get doctors registering for the conference in Lahti to join MAMH and pay for MAMH membership together with the conference fee.

8. Report from IASSID: nothing special reported at this moment.

9.   Contacts with European countries:

One of the goals of MAMH it is to have contacts with colleagues in as many European countries as possible. Therefore every member of the board has agreed to  make and maintain contacts in some European countries. 

Content of those contacts might be for instance:

a. To introduce MAMH and inform about MAMH’s aims 

b. To encourage colleagues to join and have a say through the Delegate Board

c. To ask for names of other colleagues working in the field of ID

d. To get information on the medical care for people with ID

e. To get information on the specialist training status in their country

f. To send the Manifesto and ask for comments on it

g. To ask to translate the Manifesto (if not done already) and to distribute it to medical organisations, parents interest organisations and so on.

h. To ask for feedback on these discussions

i. To keep regular contact and be a ‘resource’ for colleagues who feel professionally isolated 

j. To offer exchange visits

k. To offer access to books, journals, etc

The following people are identified to link with the following countries:

Frans Scholte:
Netherlands, Belgium

Fabrizio Fea:

Italy, France, Czech Republic

Kurt Sǿrensen:
Denmark

Markus Kaski:
Estonia, Russia, Slovenia

Maria Arvio:

Finland

Monica Björkman:
Sweden, Russia, Latvia

Richard Newton:
United Kingdom (Paediatric)

Mike Kerr:

United Kingdom (Adult), Ireland, Turkey

Peter Martin:

Germany, Switzerland

Geirmund Skeie:
Norway

Eva Oláh:

Hungary, Romania

Joav Merrick:
Israel

Sylvia Carpenter: 
Poland, Spain, Austria, Ukrain

Everyone will report via e-mail to all every three months. The first report is to be sent out by the end of September 2004.

10.   Future agenda:

1. Action towards the European Parliament  - Sylvia Carpenter, Frans Scholte
2. Facilitate training schemes - beginning with epilepsy - Mike Kerr, Peter Martin
3. Establish contacts in all European countries  with three-monthly progress reports -  all (scheme in minutes of the delegate board).

4. Continue dissemination of the Manifesto - all 
5. Develop ideas for training programs and try to access funding for it (distance learning?) - all 

6. Set up ‘centres’ for exchanges of trainees:  for instance Bristol / Rotterdam  (American and Australian Associations expressed interest?)

7. Proposal for a second manifesto about educational issues- Frans, Sylvia 

8. 2005 MAMH congress in Lahti Finland - Maria, Markus

9. 2006 European IASSID conference in Maastricht, The Netherlands

10. 2007 MAMH congress (Denmark?, Eastern European country?)

11. 2008 IASSID in Cape Town (South Africa). 

Frans Scholte

Apeldoorn, The Netherlands

July, 14th 2004

