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Newsletter, October 2005. 

Dear colleagues,

The MAMH board decided to reintroduce regular Newsletters in addition to the MAMH website which is being currently redesigned. We want to keep you up to date and inform you about MAMH activities and we want MAMH members in different European countries to share information with each other.  To achieve this we ask you, our members, to tell us about services, developments and other interesting facts about intellectual disability medicine in your country. In fact, this is one of the goals of MAMH: to learn from each other’s services and approach.

The MAMH congress in Lahti, Finland, in August was very inspiring, well organised and the presentations were of very high quality. Participants enjoyed the fabulous architecture of the Sibelius Hall and the pleasant informality of the evening events. All this combined to create a very good atmosphere for meeting new people as well as renewing old friendships. Thanks to Maria Arvio for all her work in making this such a pleasant and interesting stay for all the participants.

The General Meeting of MAMH , August 27th, verified some important changes to the board. According to the decision taken last year in Montpellier, board members can be re-elected only up to two times ( three years per term) with a maximum board membership of nine years. Following this rule, some major changes to the board membership had to be made: Sylvia Carpenter (president), Monica Björkman (treasurer), Eva Oláh,  Markus Kaski, Frans Scholte (secretary) and Mike Kerr had to step down. As Markus, Monica and Eva have served on the board for nine years or more, they were not able to stand for another election this year. 

Sylvia, who has been a board member officially only since 2002,  considered herself as not re-electable, as she was involved in different board activities since 1992.

Frans Scholte and Mike Kerr were re-elected and Frans was duly elected as the new president. Maria Arvio from Finland was newly elected to the board. 

MAMH owes Monica Björkman, Markus Kaski, Eva Oláh and Sylvia Carpenter thanks for their long commitment and their contribution to the organisation. Some of them were active in MAMH (almost) from the start in 1991. They have, by their activities within the organization and by their international contacts, made MAMH an internationally well known organisation. 

The board is now composed as follows:

· Frans Scholte, (The Netherlands), president

· Peter Martin (Germany), secretary

· Maria Arvio (Finland), treasurer

· Richard Newton (United Kingdom)

· Mike Kerr (Wales)

Frieda de Meij, of Erasmus MC Rotterdam, will continue to be the administrator for MAMH. She will also redesign and keep up to date the website, with thanks to former webmaster Sylvia Carpenter.

The constitution
We want MAMH to become more accessible, open and transparent to its members. We want to encourage members to become more involved and have more influence over the aims and direction of the organisation. Therefore we decided to focus on individual membership. However, under certain conditions, we will also still keep the option of collective membership for national organisations. One of these conditions will be that the member organisations send their membership list - with names, addresses and email addresses of their members - to the administration of MAMH at least once a year.

We have also agreed to keep the membership fee for 2006 the same as for this year. Next year we will have to decide the membership fee for 2007 and thereafter.

Activities
MAMH will continue its efforts to locate and contact doctors who work with people with intellectual disabilities in all European countries. We ask everyone, who knows doctors, especially in eastern and southern European countries, to give their names and (e-mail) addresses to the administration in Rotterdam.

The development of educational programs for doctors in intellectual disability medicine, built on the surveys by Sylvia Carpenter and influenced by the  existing educational training schemes in The Netherlands, UK, Finland and some other countries, is an important activity for MAMH. Peter Martin and Frans Scholte will work on this idea.

Contacting the European Union and gaining political support for the improvement of the medical and mental health care for people with intellectual disabilities is imperative. It is intended to make this contact  jointly  with ‘Mental Health in Mental Retardation’ (MHMR). 

MAMH’s European manifesto on “Basic standards of health care for people with intellectual disabilities” was very well received all over the world and translated into many languages. We will tell you how it was used in different countries in our next Newsletter.

We are looking forward  to hearing from you.

Frans Scholte, president, Frans.Scholte@mamh.net
Peter Martin, secretary

Peter.Martin@mamh.net
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